
CHAIRMANS ANNUAL REPORT 2020  

THIS REPORT COVERS THE PERIOD 1
st
 April 2019 to 31

st
 March 2020  

 

As I write this Report we are entering our sixth week of lockdown due to the Coronavirus 

Pandemic.  When we concluded our March meeting we had no idea of what was to 

occur and the challenges we would all face in the coming days and weeks.   

The following week Helen and I worked on our Volunteer Poster.  Within a couple of 

days we had received calls from 22 Chappel residents.  Together with Wakes Colne 

Parish Council a leaflet drop was organised to every home in both villages giving details 

of Volunteer Helpline numbers.  Assistance has been given with shopping, collection of 

prescriptions and telephone conversations when just a chat has been needed.  Thank 

you to all who have stepped forward to help distribute leaflets and run errands for 

neighbours and those in need.  This service will continue and if you, or a neighbour need 

help or advice please call the number shown on the attached poster. 

The Annual Meeting which was to be held on Monday 4
th
 May in the Village Hall together 

with Wakes Cone Parish Council has been cancelled.  Each year at this meeting the 

Parish Councils are joined by residents who come and talk about their group, club, 

meetings and what they have been doing over the last year.  This update is useful and 

informative to us all and will be greatly missed.   

Our Parish Council activities during this year 

The same seven Councillors together with Helen as our Clerk have continued with 

meetings throughout the year. Peter Chillingworth our Borough Councillor and Anne 

Brown our County Councillor have attended meetings when possible and kept us 

updated on local, Borough and County issues.  We thank them both for their continued 

help and support. 

Within our meetings we deal with many matters relating to the village and beyond.  This 

past year we have commented on Planning Applications relating to extensions, change 

of use, new build, renovations, traveller site, parking and agricultural buildings. 

We have continued our efforts to reduce speeding vehicles within the village and along 

the A1124.  Currently we are undertaking a joint venture with White Colne, Wakes 

Colne, Aldham and Eight Ash Green to collect data with the use of the SID sign.  We 

wish to thank Patrick Dent for all his hard work in co-ordinating his small team of speed 

watch volunteers. Their speed watch shifts have continued at both ends of the village. 

Patricks co-ordination with his team, the Parish Council, residents, through his reports in 

the Village Reporter and with the Police have kept us all informed of their actions and 

results. 

We wish to thank the United Reformed Church in Chappel for hosting Coffee with Cops 

in February this year.  This was felt to be a very worthwhile exercise and we hope to 

host another event in the future. 



Another Highway matter which we now hope has been resolved is the flooding at the 

junction of Oak Road and Chappel Hill.  Work has now been undertaken to unblock the 

drain and repair the headwall.   

In November Councillors Neubauer, Langley and Knights together with Mr Kern 

Herskind-Nightingale our Broadband Champion attended a meeting with County 

Broadband.  Work to build the new ultrafast fibre broadband network in Chappel was 

predicted to be completed by the end of January.  Work has and is still being undertaken 

within the village 

For the second year the Parish Council resolved not to increase the Precept (the local 

council tax required from residents) but to use money from its reserves. 

Councillor Knights has headed the Poppy Trail Project.   The information board is in 

place beside with WW11 board near the viaduct.  Poppies have been placed in several 

locations around the village and leaflets are available at the shop, station and pub.  

Thanks to Colchester Borough Council for the funding to allow this project to be 

undertaken. 

At present the play area is closed in keeping with Government Guidelines.  The yearly 

ROSPA check will take place in May.  Cllr Nick Ingram surveys the Play Equipment each 

week and undertakes a maintenance check.  Thank you Nick for your ongoing care and 

attention to this area which is enjoyed by so many.  Our thanks to Steve Bennett for his 

maintenance work undertaken this year.   

We have been successful in obtaining a grant of £500 from Essex County Council 

toward a new footpath between the rear gate of the school to the footbridge across the 

river.  A Contractor has been selected and work will be undertaken shortly.   

Ongoing projects include replacement of the broken posts around the Oak tree marking 

Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, planting of more fruit trees on the Parish Field and 

work by Colchester Borough Council in Swan Grove to obtain two further parking 

spaces.  Unfortunately this has now stopped due to COVID19. 

Our thanks as always to those who support us during the year. Jim and Cathy Beard for 

all they both do. Our litter picking team who between them go out weekly. Jack Perfect-

Brown and his team for grass cutting duties. David, Roger and Ross Barron who are 

always there for us whatever the task. Thank you, as always, to Helen and Councillors. 

www.chappel.org is the web address of the Parish Council.  If you have any information 

or ideas for the site please contact Helen. 

Thank you and keep safe.  

http://www.chappel.org/

