
Chappel Parish Council.  8 February2021 !!
Ward Cllr’s Report!!!
1.! General!
!
Following the very steep increase in Covid cases in both Essex and Colchester Borough 
early in January, I am pleased to say new cases have now begun to fall almost as fast, 
although hospital numbers and deaths are still very high. Hopefully, these too will drop 
soon. Vaccination is gathering speed and our local surgery is doing a great job getting 
through the first two categories of residents and are now onto the over 70s. In Colchester 
the mass vaccination centre at the football stadium is now up and running.!
!
If anyone without symptoms wants a test, this can now be done at Leisure World in 
Cowdray Avenue, open 8 am to 8 pm.  Appointments must be made either on-line or by 
ringing 03337726144. This and further information can be found in the latest version of the 
Community Response Pack provided by CBC via the website, although I expect you 
already receive this regularly from your Clerk. This document includes a huge amount of 
useful information, including how to claim your £500 if you test positive for the virus and 
have to self-isolate. I am constantly sent information on all aspects of the situation by 
CBC. If anyone has queries do please ask me outside meetings and I may be able to help.!
!
2.! Local Plan!
!
The Extraordinary Full Council met last Monday evening and adopted Pt 1 of the Local 
Plan; a major milestone.  This means the proposed Tendring/Colchester Borders Garden 
Community will go ahead and housing numbers are confirmed at 920 p.a. until the Plan is 
reviewed in 5 years Thus removing the fear they could rise in line with new government 
requirements. This now opens the way for Pt 2 of the Plan to considered by a new 
Inspector during April. Tendring’s will be considered shortly and Braintree’s inspection will 
follow Colchester. Part 2 contains housing allocations, including land south of Swan Grove, 
and local development control policies!
!
3.! Tree Planting!



!
Due to the dry spring and summer in 2020, many of the trees planted around the Borough 
last season have failed and are now being replaced. The Borough’s annual ‘Trees for 
Years’ February give-away has been postponed this year until the autumn planting season, 
due to Covid restrictions.!
!
4.! Highway issues!
!
Wakes Colne PC is very disappointed with Highway officer’s decision not to provide a 
zebra crossing at the cross roads and have asked for a meeting with Cllr Anne Brown to 
put further ideas to her. Having personally explored the issue with the officers, I am not 
optimistic Highways will change its mind.!
!
5.! Flooding!
!
Your Clerk asked me to provide comments on the recent flooding. This winter is the 
wettest for many years and the road by the bridge has been impassable 3 times recently, 
although I have yet to hear of any homes being flooded. Chris Eaton was concerned that 
water would reach the shop and put out sand bags. Drivers still using the flooded road 
were causing waves topping the bags. !
!
After the first period of flooding in the autumn, Alex Woolmer from Wakes Colne Mill and I 
contacted the Environment Agency to enquire whether any of the infrastructure further up 
stream was a reason for local flooding. The reply was that the water storage area north of 
Halstead was operating when required and mill gates and equipment were not a cause of 
the problem, which was entirely due to the prolonged rain on saturated land.!
!
Since then, December and January have been continuously wet. Before the Halstead 
facility was completed, flooding was even more severe along the Colne; in 2003 I think, 
flood water and sewage got into the Shop.  I expect and regret the present conditions will 
happen more frequently as global warming increases. All modelling shows we can 
generally expect wetter and warmer winters and hotter summers; and because of the way 
climate works, probably seeing an increase in extreme events, particularly heavy rain, 
rather than a slow gradual increase. !
!



It is unfortunate the Highway Authority did not close the road sooner or try to prevent some 
people speeding through the flood water causing further problems. I am asking that 
Highways erect emergency signage where roads are flooded to stop drivers risking being 
marooned and causing damage by their actions. The same situation was happening on the 
A1124 in Earls Colne and at Wash Corner in Fordham. !
!
!
I hope to attend your virtual meeting on Monday. I am happy to answer questions. !
!
Peter Chillingworth! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 6 February 21


