
Chappel Parish Council. October 11th 2021!!
Ward Councillor’s Report!!!
1!  General!!
I am pleased to report that all the PCs in the west of my Rural North ward are now back 
meeting face-to-face after the reluctance of one to do so without a Covid test for those 
attending!!
!
We shall hear soon whether Full Council will meet in Charter Hall on 20th October where 
we can be social distancing, or whether we revert to the Council Chamber, where we are 
seated very close together! If the latter, I suspect some Members will find reasons to be 
absent!!
!
With worrying issues upper most in our minds such as problems with fuel and food 
distribution, rapidly rising costs of energy and other commodities, worrying trends in global 
politics, not to mention the ever present concerns over climate change and biodiversity, I 
understand why anxiety levels in individuals and the community in general are of concern.!
!
2.! Local Plan!
!
The Inspector has now written to the Council with his suggested modifications and, 
following the recent Local Plan Committee, they are now out on consultation for 6 weeks 
until 15th November. There are very many, some minor some less so, but they do not 
affect local allocated housing sites.!
!
3.! Planning Bill!
!
No doubt you will be aware that in the recent ministerial reshuffle, Michael Gove is now in 
charge of planning and local authorities. With continuing disquiet among MPs about the 
proposed planning changes, the forthcoming bill is likely to see changes from those in the  
White Paper. Gove is on record saying that he wants to see more local control of planning 
and public services. This contrasts with planning changes included in the White Paper 
where democratic input to planning was to be cut back. However, we shall look forward to 



the publication of the Planning Bill in due course, which may have a significant effect on 
future planning matters.!
!
4. ! Road Safety!
!
Cllr Lewis Barber has sent round details of workshops open to parish councillors looking at 
the County Council’s new Road Safety Strategy. I have signed up myself for one of the 
later dates, and look forward to learning how they propose to tackle this ever present 
problem.!
!
5.! Flooding!
!
Your Chairman and I met members of Wales Colne Parish Council yesterday, when we 
discussed the way forward for trying to protect the village shop and PO from future 
flooding. Chris Eaton later agreed that while the parishes should consider methods to 
allow residents to keep visiting the premises without getting wet, he would look at ways to 
protect his garage where he keeps his stock.!
!
!
Peter Chillingworth! ! ! ! ! ! ! 6th October 2021!


