
Chapel Parish Council.  7th February 2022 !!
Ward Cllr’s Report!!!
1.! General!
!
Although face masks are no longer compulsory in shops and other crowded places, the 
guidance is that one is still advised to do so. I personally still feel safer wearing one in 
such places.!
!
2.! Flooding!
!
The flood barrier ordered by Wakes Colne to help protect the shop is being delivered on 
Monday morning and I hope to be able to report its arrival at your meeting.!
!
3.! Local Plan. !
!
The Council has yet to hear from the Inspector after the public consultation on his 
modifications. The Special Full Council meeting scheduled to adopt Part 2 of the Local 
Plan has therefore been postponed until 24th March.!
 !
4.! Footpath Reopened!
!
I am pleased to say that Footpath 15 has now reopened with a new foot bridge replacing 
the unsafe former bridge between Timberlands Farm to the west and Crepping Hall to the 
east. Although sited in Wakes Colne, this is an important path for walkers wanting a 
circular route of about 3 miles from those in the village north of the River Colne.!
!
5.! Road Safety!
!
I attended Wakes Colne PC last Wednesday. They are increasingly frustrated with 
Highways over their lack of action regarding pedestrian safety work both in Station Road 
and around the 4-way junction with the A1124. The PC are considering raising the matter 
with the public and perhaps trying to raise a petition. I suggested if they do so it should 



involve people in Chappel and well as Wakes Colne. The Chair Person asked me to raise 
it with you at this meeting.!
!
I personally am very concerned about the bus stop and the pedestrian crossing. As one 
who sees the situation as I walk to the shop, I think this as a serious accident waiting to 
happen. The double decker buses stop and wait, sometimes for several minutes. A queue 
of cars builds up behind, sometime stretching under the viaduct and some drivers get 
impatient. They over taking the bus at sped before oncoming traffic approaches, and 
because of the pedestrian refuge, cut back to its left in front of the bus. As they do this 
manoeuvre, the driver cannot see pedestrians, either waiting in front of the bus to cross, or 
even worse crossing to the island, perhaps with a push chair.!
!
I have considered if moving the bus stop would help and I do see problems doing this. Like 
wise with the crossing which, ideally might move west of the junction, but that also causes 
other difficulties. However, I am not a highways engineer and I do feel the cross roads/
Station Road should be looked at as a whole. Whether a solution can be found I am not 
sure, but at least it would have been considered by experts.!
!
!
!
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