
Chappel Parish Council. 13th December 2021!!
Ward Councillor’s Report!!!
1!  General!!
With the new variant starting to spread, we worry whether Christmas will be affected again. 
Personally, I welcome the requirement to wear masks in shops, on public transport and at 
large gatherings. I have been concerned of late when so many people have chosen not to 
wear masks in these places.!
!
Rules of social distancing have continues on Council property with the Full Council 
meeting on Thursday returning to Charter Hall and many meetings still taking place 
virtually.!
!
Adrian Pritchard, CBC’s long standing CEO is retiring in March and the process to find his 
successor is in full swing. Tomorrow, I am one of a panel of Councillors virtually 
interviewing candidates to shorten the ‘long list’ down to 3 who will then be interviewed  by 
the political leaders. The successful candidate will then be adopted by Full Council at a 
special meeting on 20th December.!
!
2.! Flooding!
!
At their December meeting last week, Wakes Colne PC agreed to purchase the 
recommended flood barriers mentioned in my report last month. I have applied to CBC for 
the necessary funding from my locality budget and have no reason to think it will not be 
forthcoming. I believe the PC will order the equipment when the money is received, which I 
understand. With a 6 week delivery and Christmas, I fear it may not be in place if we have 
a flooding incident in the new year. Regretfully, I under-estimated how long the process to 
acquire the barrier would take.!
!
3.! Water on A1124!
!
I am sure you are aware of the water leaking onto the A1124 from the Parish Field west of  
Chappel Gallery. As one who walks to the shop regularly, I have to report it is becoming a 



problem, especially when temperature drops below freezing. The thin layer creates black 
ice on the road and in places the path gets covered in ice, becoming slippery. With traffic 
swishing passed, one gets sprayed, but more worrying, one could slip into the road.!
!
What can be done, I am not sure. It seems water may naturally drain to the lowest corner 
of the field and there may not be a drainage system in place.  However, you will know 
better than me.!
!
4.! Supply of Recycling Equipment!
!
The Council has just launched a click-and-collect method of distributing new and 
replacement equipment, including clear recycling plastic bags. Our nearest outlet is 
Colchester Food Bank at Tollgate, which will be open for collections every weekday from 
10.30 to 13.30 am!
!
Requests should be submitted digitally online by completing a simple form, The Contact & 
Support team will provide assistance for those needing it, including those without digital 
devices. Designated Assisted Customers will continue to receive home deliveries.!
!
I am pleased to report, CBC is top of the county league table for the least amount of waste  
per head of population going to landfill. Good news, but we could do better with recycling 
where about 30% of households in the Borough do not do so regularly. Some of these live 
in flats where it is not easy to do in some cases and the Council still has work to do to 
make it easier for them and to ‘encourage’ the rest!!
!
5.! Green Homes Grant!
!
Please note and where possible pass on to residents the information that Phase 2 of the 
Local Authority Delivery Scheme is to start in March 2022 and will last for one year. This 
will provide grants of up to £10k to home owners and tenants to improve their insulation 
and adopt new greener ways of heating. It applied to those on household incomes of less 
than £30k p.a. or who are on a range of benefits, and who are on gas mains. Landlords 
are required to pay one third of the cost of the grant-aided scheme for tenanted property, 
with the remainder being paid for by the grant. The attached flyer explains how these 
grants may be accessed.!



I wish you and yours a healthy and happy Christmas and New Year.!
!
!
Peter Chillingworth! ! ! ! ! ! ! 9 December 2021!


